BUILDING RECORDING IN 2008

SOMERSET VERNACULAR BUILDING RESEARCH GROUP

INTRODUCTION

The Group’s tenth village study — Traditional
Buildings in the Parish of Combe St Nicholas — was
published in 2008. The parish is situated in the south
of the county, close to the Devon border and lies in
a particularly interesting area. To the west in Devon
the landscape is characterised by dispersed individual
farmsteads and hamlets, while to the east in central
and south-ecast Somerset nucleated villages
developed. Combe St Nicholas shows a combination
of both these settlement patterns.

Recording work had already begun in the parish
of Stogursey, but has increased this year with more
volunteer surveyors. As will be seen from the
summaries below, some unusual plan forms have
been revealed, which are rare if not unique in
Somerset. Also the careful study of documentary
records has helped to inform the interpretation of
the building surveys. This has included the
transcription and analysis of probate records,
together with an ongoing study of the documentation
and the fabric of the church. In addition to the
systematic village recording, a number of individual
buildings in other parts of the county have been
surveyed. As always, the Group is indebted to the
owners and occupiers of the various properties for
their generosity in allowing access. Copies of the
full SVBRG reports and survey drawings have been
deposited in the County Record Office and the
National Monuments Record at Swindon. John
Rickard took the photographs reproduced below,
with the exception of those of Bow Mill, Merriott,
which were taken by Martin Watts.
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SURVEYS
Ashbrittle, Court Place ST054214

This house was recorded by SVBRG in 1999, but
various features have since been uncovered
necessitating a revision of the original report. Until
1999, it was part of a substantial farmstead, details
of which appeared in the original report. The house
is of two storeys with three rooms in line and a cross-
passage. Additional rooms under three later gables
project to the rear (north) and a late kitchen/bake-
house, with curing chamber, projects at the north-
west corner. The proportions and structural details
suggest that the house was of gentry status. The roof
structure comprises six side-pegged jointed-cruck
trusses with cambered collars, a diagonally set ridge-
piece, three tiers of purlins and two tiers of curved
wind-braces. All the timbers are smoke-blackened
throughout. A comparison of this roof with other
similar dendro-dated examples, suggests a date in
the 15th or 16th century. Despite the recent
discoveries, the exact interpretation remains
uncertain. However, in the 16th century it is thought
that the use of the rooms was reversed — the service
room being moved to the west end and the parlour
to the east. Ceiling beams and a first floor were
inserted together with fireplaces and stacks. The
siting of a fireplace at the upper end of the hall is
unusual in Somerset plan forms. The house presents
a number of features, in particular the paired round-
headed doorways, which are exceptional and appear
to be without parallel in Somerset. The three gables
and a turret stairs were added in the 18th century
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and further changes took place in the 19th century,
when the house became the centre of a large
farmstead.

Crewkerne, South Street, No. 20 ST44210955

The house appears to date from the early 17th century
and then comprised a service room/kitchen, cross-
passage, hall and an inner room, perhaps a parlour
or bedroom. For some reason — perhaps as the result
of a fire — the presumed large fireplace, which would
have been in the gable end of the kitchen, was
demolished together with the end of the front wall.
It was rebuilt with a different window arrangement
and to compensate for the loss of the kitchen a two-
storey rear (south) wing was added, probably
incorporating a dairy and cheese room. These
changes probably took place in the late 17th century.
The roof was raised in the 19th century and a further
addition was built at the back.

East Lambrook, Silver Street, Pittard’s
Farmhouse ST43291875

The house has an L-shaped plan and originally
comprised kitchen, hall and a central unheated
service room. The features suggest an early 17th-
century date. The east wing appears to have been
added in the late 17th century, perhaps as a dairy/
cheese-room with cheese loft over. Upgrading in the
late 18th century involved the building of a three-
storey bay at the east gable, necessitating the resiting
of'the fireplace and stack. The end room then became
the parlour and a staircase was built in the former
service room. At the same time the roof over the
main range was rebuilt using king-post trusses. The
decline in cheese making in the 20th century allowed
the rear room to be used for general domestic
purposes.

High Ham, Henley, Henley Farm ST428323

The house (Fig. 1), which was formerly part of a
farmstead, comprises three rooms in line with a
cross-passage. On the evidence of the details of the
roof construction and the smoke-blackened timbers
it is probable that this was a single-storey, late-
medieval open-hall house. The roof has five equally
spaced jointed-cruck trusses, one with carpenter’s
marks. A 15th-century date is suggested based on
comparisons with similar trusses which have been
dendro-dated elsewhere in the county. The walls may
originally have been entirely of cob and the thatched
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Fig. 1 High Ham, Henley Farm

Fig. 2 High Ham, Henley Farm, detail of beam stop

roof is likely to have been hipped at both ends. The
details of the beams and the stops on the chamfers
indicate that a first floor was inserted about 1600.
Heart-shaped stops (Fig. 2) were used on the beams
in the main rooms and simpler step and run-out stops
in the dairy, cross-passage and the kitchen. The
fireplaces and stacks were also inserted at this time,
as were dormer windows at the level of the eaves.
The house then comprised a hall, heated inner room,
dairy, cross-passage and kitchen. Post and panel
partitions were erected on the first floor to create
smaller rooms. Perhaps in the 18th century the east
end of the roof was raised and dormer windows
inserted. The cob walls may have been replaced or
refaced using local Lias. Possibly at the same time,
the house was divided into two dwellings. In the
early 19th century the ancillary buildings — cider
house (formerly with an apple-loft above, now gone),
threshing barn (complete with surviving wooden
plank threshing floor) and wagon house — were built
together with lean-to additions at the front. Stables
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and cow-sheds were built on the opposite side on
the road. The house reverted to one dwelling in the
20th century.

Merriott, Bow Mill ST458134

The mill and attached mill house (Fig. 3) stand in an
isolated position near the eastern boundary of the
parish. The mill-leat is fed by a stream rising to the
south-west of Merriott village and after passing
through the mill flows into the River Parrett. The
history of the mill is described in VCH, volume IV
(1978). The house is of two storeys, L-shaped in
plan and the front range is of two units, hall and
kitchen, with a central cross-passage. Based uporFig. 3 Merriott, Bow Mill (left) and Mill House
the plan-form and details of the beams and doorway,
it appears to date from the mid 16th century. The
east wing may also date from this period, but was
upgraded or extended in the 17th century. A new
staircase hall was created and the present stairs built
in the late 18th century. At the rear, a bake-house
and malt-house, including a large drying kiln, was
in existence by. 1800. A fire in 1862 appears not

to have affected the main house but was confined to
the bake-house, flour loft and kiln, as the upper part
of that building was removed altogether. The mill
machinery is the subject of a separate detailed report
by Martin Watts. In summary, his conclusions are
that the machinery of Bow Mill represents an
important survival as it is largely intact. There is
documentation for the supply and installation of
the waterwheel (Fig. 4) by Coombs of Beaminster,
Dorset, in 1849-50 and it is of interest that the
water feed arrangement was upgraded, perhaps in
the 1880s. In addition, some parts of the Fig. 4 Merriott, Bow Mill, wheel chamber and
machinery are older, probably late 18th or early waterwheel
19th century. The arrangement is fairly
conventional with three pairs of millstones (Fig.
5). The survival of twaancillary machines for
producing animal feed, the completeness of the
millstone furniture and the survival of some artefacts
associated with stone milling are also considered
important.

Montacute, The Borough, No. 17, The Milk House
ST498169

The house stands at the junction of The Borough
and South Street with the principal entry in The
Borough. Prior to the 20th century it was a farmhouse
— probably Borough Farm. The two-storey front
range comprises a central entry with one room either
side, but it is thought that formerly the east end of

Fig. 5 Merriott, Bow Mill, stone floor with tuns
(cases) and three pairs of millstones.

235



























